
 

 

 

Monday 6th July 2020 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) update 

 Faulty PPE 
 
MHRA have advised a product recall notice to practices and care homes with safety warnings, notices 
for destruction and distribution stoppages for more than 85 million Cardinal Surgical masks and 3m 
and Cardinal respirators in the PIPP stockpile since it was deployed in March. This comes despite 
repeated assurances by PHE, NHSE and the Department of Health and Social Care, that all PPE 
products had been rigorously tested and are safe for use.  
  
This is an unacceptable situation that has put healthcare workers at risk and now could leave some 
practices without any face masks to use, therefore, potentially having a major impact on patient care. 
BMA GPC have raised serious concerns about this with NHSEI. They have responded to say that they 
have not supplied any Cardinal masks since May and are working through a replacement plan with the 
wholesalers who supplied primary care.  Practices can obtain PPE supplies via their LRFs (who have 
good supplies) and the Portal that can be delivered within 48 hours. Find out how to register and 
contact the Portal Customer services team here  
  
If doctors and health and care workers have been supplied with, and worn, faulty, re-dated masks, 
this is clearly a dereliction of duty to ensure the safety of NHS staff and patients. Read the full BMA 
statement here 
  
New to Partnership Payment Scheme  
 
The New to Partnership Payment Scheme was launched on 1 July and will apply to all new clinical 
partners from 1 April 2020. The partnership model, which gives GPs based in communities the 
autonomy to lead and advocate for their patients, is the foundation of general practice, and vital for 
its survival and sustainability. However, in recent years the number of partners has been steadily 
falling and it was clear that action needed to be taken to attract and equip GPs to take on partnership. 
This scheme, secured through recent contract negotiations, follows the Partnership Review and shows 
faith in GPs and the partnership model – backed with additional investment – so that new partners 
can have the confidence in taking on this important role. 
   
Lapse of the emergency GMS regulations  
 
The emergency regulations relating to general practice, which were part of the NHS response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, lapsed on 1 July. BMA GPC have been in discussion with NHSEI regarding what 
the arrangements will be for the rest of the year as it is a long way from the end of the pandemic and 
need to be prepared for a second wave or impact of local outbreaks. BMA GPC are seeking urgent 
clarification of this so that practices can plan for the months ahead and will provide an update as soon 
possible.  
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ppe-portal-how-to-order-emergency-personal-protective-equipment
https://www.bma.org.uk/news-and-opinion/distribution-of-faulty-and-out-of-date-ppe-nothing-short-of-a-national-scandal-says-bma
https://www.england.nhs.uk/gp/the-best-place-to-work/new-to-partnership-payment-scheme/


 
 
 
 
 
Social distancing guidelines  
 
Following the PM’s announcement regarding the change in the guidance on social distancing, BMA 
GPC are working through the implications of this with NHSEI and the impact it will have on services.  
  
From 4 July, the guidance will change from ‘Stay 2 metres apart’ to ‘Where it is possible to keep 2 
metres apart people should’. It also advises people to keep a social distance of ‘one metre plus’, 
meaning in areas where it is not possible to keep 2 metres apart such as in public transport and some 
working environments, they should remain at a minimum one metre apart, while also taking physical 
steps to reduce the risk of transmission. The government guidance continues to state that businesses 
should maintain 2 metre distancing wherever possible. This would apply to practices who should 
continue to apply social distancing.  
  
The BMA has written to the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care to express concerns over the 
lack of clarity in the Westminster government’s plans to ease lockdown and calling on government 
ministers to produce clear and consistent guidance on social distancing. 
  
The BMA has also called for the Government to be more open and transparent with local COVID-19 
data and about how regional spikes will be managed in the future, following the announcement of a 
reintroduction of lockdown measures in and around Leicester due to increasing levels of infection in 
the city.  
  
Read more in the BMA statement calling for consistent guidance on social distancing 
   
Shielding update 
 
The BMA have updated their guidance on shielding following the announcement that the guidance for 
clinically extremely vulnerable people who are currently shielding from coronavirus, will be eased in 
two stages – on 6th July and 1st August. 
  
These patients will be sent a letter advising them to continue with the care/treatment arrangements 
currently in place. More detailed advice will be provided by the Government as the changes in advice 
come into effect, and unless there is a significant rise in COVID-19 cases the shielding programme is 
expected to be paused on 31 July. 
  
The shielded patients list will continue to be maintained after August so that it can be used again in 
the future if necessary. Work is also being done to develop a new predictive risk tool which could lead 
to an updated list in the future.  
 
BMA GPC have heard of situations where individuals, employers, businesses or insurance companies 
have been suggesting that shielding patients obtain a letter from their GP to engage in certain 
activities, including having their hair cut. There is no requirement or necessity for such letters and 
patients and others should follow the government guidance relating to social distancing and other 
necessary precautions. 
  
Read the Government’s guidance on shielding for patients and the letter to the NHS on shielding  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-announces-easing-of-lockdown-restrictions-23-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing-after-4-july
https://www.bma.org.uk/media/2730/bma-letter-re-government-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-lockdown-easing-002.pdf
https://www.bma.org.uk/news-and-opinion/bma-calls-for-rapid-data-transparency-for-dealing-with-local-covid-spikes
https://www.bma.org.uk/bma-media-centre/bma-calls-on-government-to-issue-clear-and-consistent-guidelines-for-holidaymakers
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/gp-practices/covid-19-toolkit-for-gps-and-gp-practices/high-risk-patients-and-shielding-arrangements
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/plans-to-ease-guidance-for-over-2-million-shielding
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/06/C0624-shielding-letter-to-patients.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/06/C0624-shielding-letter-to-nhs.pdf


    
 
 
 
 
COVID-19 has rewritten the rulebook for how the NHS operates 
 
Dr Richard Vautrey has written a feature in the HSJ (log in required) highlighting how the pandemic 
saw general practice rapidly responding to enable the needs of patients to be met safely. The NHS has 
had to adapt significantly since the start of COVID-19, with general practice leading the way, and now 
most patients will have recognised the changes made over the last few months – all of which have 
been done more easily due to the reduced bureaucracy and increased autonomy for practices.  
  
Pandemic Medicines Delivery Service extension 
 
NHSEI have now announced that the Pandemic Medicines Delivery Service will be extended until 31 
July 2020. This new commission will be under the same terms of the current scheme with the same 
claims processes in place. Their letter announces that pharmacies and dispensing doctors will be 
required to ensure shielded patients can receive a home delivery of their medicines until 31 July 2020. 
Read the service specification and guidance here 
  
GP appointment data 
 
NHS Digital has published the appointment data in England for May 2020, which show that there has 
been a significant reduction in appointments to non-COVID period in April and May.  
  
Survey on digital primary care and COVID 
 
The inSIGHT study is an international project that aims to understand the impact of COVID-19 on the 
use of digital-first technologies in primary care, and they would like to hear from GPs. The inSIGHT 
project is led by the Institute of Global Health Innovation at Imperial College London, involving 
collaborators from 17 organisations worldwide. Take the survey here 
  
Annual GP recruitment drive 
 
Applications for GP specialty training opens 28 July–13 August 2020. Please ‘like’ and follow the 
#Choose GP Facebook page to keep up to date. Visit the GP National Recruitment Office for more 
information. Health Education England has a number of GP and trainee volunteers who can help with 
local or general enquiries. Email Daryl at gprecruitment@hee.nhs.uk to be put in touch with them.  
  
HEE thanks all GPs and trainees who responded to the call for volunteers willing to be contacted by 
doctors considering GP training - your support is very much appreciated.  
  
Performers List processes associated with GP Registrars and professional standards  
 
Please find attached PLAN 07 that provides formal notification from NHSEI confirming the joint 
agreement with Health Education England that GPRs due to start training in August 2020 are exempt 
from the requirement to be included in the England Medical Performers List.   
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https://www.hsj.co.uk/coronavirus/covid-19-has-rewritten-the-rulebook-for-how-the-nhs-operates/7027939.article
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/03/C0589-medicines-delivery-service-letter.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/03/C0589a-medicines-delivery-service-specifications-and-guidance.pdf
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/appointments-in-general-practice/may-2020
https://www.insight-study.net/
https://www.facebook.com/ChooseGP
https://gprecruitment.hee.nhs.uk/choose-gp/
mailto:gprecruitment@hee.nhs.uk


 
 
 
 
 
Job advert for new Lancaster Medical School role 
 
Lancaster Medical School would like to appoint a senior academic GP to join the team at Lancaster 
University as they expand primary care clinical teaching and develop primary care and GP placements 
for additional student numbers. You can find details including the full advert, job description and 
person specification here. Anyone who is interested is very welcome to contact Dr Euan Lawson, 
Director of Primary Care Academic Teaching, for an informal discussion. Either email 
e.m.lawson@lancaster.ac.uk or call on 07880 731108. Please note the deadline for applications is Sun 
12th July. 
 
Self-Care Forum Coronavirus Innovations Award 
 
Every year the Self Care Forum invites submission of examples of good practice and innovation, to be 
celebrated during Self Care Week, and be given £500. This year they are asking for examples of good 
practice and innovations in self-care that have been implemented during the pandemic and which 
have made a difference to individuals and the community. Closing date for admissions is 31st July 2020. 
More information about the award and an application form can be found here 
  
Mental health and wellbeing 
 
The BMAs latest tracker survey revealed high levels of exhaustion and stress amongst doctors. The 
BMA continues to offer wellbeing services and confidential 24/7 counselling and peer support for all 
doctors and medical students, as well as their partners and dependents, on 0330 123 1245.  
 
The LMC continue to offer the GP Support Scheme which is a confidential pastoral support service for 
all GPs in Lancashire and Cumbria. You can also visit our website for health and wellbeing videos and 
supporting documents and guides to accompany the videos.  
 
Read the BMA’s report on the mental health and wellbeing of the medical workforce which sets out 
ten recommendations to be addressed to protect staff during the pandemic and in the future.  
  
BMA COVID-19 guidance  
                                                             
The BMA continue to regularly update their toolkit for GPs and practices, which includes a large range 
of topics relating to COVID-19. There is also guidance on the following topics: 

• Model terms of engagement for a GP providing temporary COVID-19 services 

• Terms and conditions for sessional GPs 
 
Sessional GP newsletter 
  
Read the BMA Sessional GPs newsletter here.  
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http://hr-jobs.lancs.ac.uk/Vacancy.aspx?ref=A3047
mailto:e.m.lawson@lancaster.ac.uk
http://www.selfcareforum.org/2020/06/11/coronavirus-innovations-award/
https://www.bma.org.uk/news-and-opinion/survey-of-doctors-reveals-high-levels-of-exhaustion-stress-and-little-confidence-to-manage-the-huge-backlog-of-missed-patient-care
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/your-wellbeing#wellbeing-support-services
https://nwlmcs.org/advice-support/gp-support/gp-support-scheme/
https://nwlmcs.org/advice-support/practice-support/practice-manager-development-programme/
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/nhs-delivery-and-workforce/mental-health-of-doctors-and-medical-students/improving-the-mental-wellbeing-of-doctors-and-medical-students
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/practical-guidance/covid-19-toolkit-for-gps-and-gp-practices
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/your-contract/covid-19-model-terms-for-gps
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/your-contract/covid-19-your-terms-and-conditions/your-terms-and-conditions-sessional-gps
https://bma-mail.org.uk/t/JVX-6XQDW-1BJCJOU46E/cr.aspx

